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ELECTRICAL WORKERS — HEALTH AND SAFETY REGULATIONS 

Statement by Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations) [12.07 pm]: I am 
pleased to inform the house that the McGowan government recently introduced regulations to improve the health 
and safety of those undertaking electrical work. As many in this place are aware, far too many electrical accidents 
have occurred over the past four years. Over that period, four electrical workers lost their lives and another two 
were seriously injured while undertaking electrical work. 

In February 2015, a high-voltage fuse switch exploded at the Morley Galleria Shopping Centre, killing two people 
and seriously injuring two others. Preliminary findings of the investigations revealed that the electricity supply 
was not isolated while work was being undertaken on the equipment. I note that WorkSafe’s investigation into the 
incident is progressing. In March 2016, an electrician was electrocuted while doing work in the roof space of 
a property in Yokine. This fatality bears many similarities to the tragic death of young Jayden Zappelli in the 
ceiling space of a property in East Bunbury in 2013. The main contributing factor in all of these tragic cases was 
the fact that the electrical equipment and installations were energised. In situations such as this, the government 
has a responsibility to protect members of the public and workers. It is for that reason that the McGowan 
government is mandating safety precautions. I am pleased to report that these measures arose from the 
collaborative work of EnergySafety and WorkSafe. As members are aware, the McGowan government’s 
machinery-of-government changes have encouraged collaboration between agencies. In my portfolio, the creation 
of the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety has successfully stimulated collaboration to improve 
safety outcomes. Under the new regulations, electrical work on or near live electrical installations and equipment 
is prohibited, except for rare circumstances in which it is not possible to work without the electrical installation 
being energised, such as testing. In these cases, strict control measures will have to be implemented to ensure work 
can be done safely. To address the issue of workers being killed by electricity in roof spaces of domestic dwellings, 
we have introduced new requirements that require the electricity main switch to be turned off before any workers 
enter the ceiling space of a domestic property. I am proud to say that this is a first in Australia. 

The McGowan government is committed to improving occupational health and safety for Western Australian 
workers. These regulations will significantly improve worker safety and will go some way to ensuring all workers 
return home safely at the end of the day. 
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